
  

Volume 20, Fall 2007    - 

scenicVISTAS 

Working to Save the Places We Love 

Reconnecting Children and Nature 

òWhen we look back, is it possible that the òWhen we look back, is it possible that the 

American childAmerican child--  like the spotted owllike the spotted owl--  will be will be 

seen an indicator species?  An indication of a seen an indicator species?  An indication of a 

time in which the country picked up its toys time in which the country picked up its toys 

and moved inside?...When we look back, itõs and moved inside?...When we look back, itõs 

possible weõll mark this move as a key point, possible weõll mark this move as a key point, 

when the first generation of kids in the U.S. when the first generation of kids in the U.S. 

grew up separated from nature é alterna-grew up separated from nature é alterna-

tively, we intervene now and begin to change tively, we intervene now and begin to change 

the culture of the country.ó Larry Selzer, CEO of the culture of the country.ó Larry Selzer, CEO of 

The Conservation FundThe Conservation Fund  

    North  

Oakland 

   Headwaters 

     Land 

Conservancy 

Above:   Natureõs flaming colors can fire a childõs imagination at Camp Wathana,(Camp 

Fire USA) 250 acres located off Milford Road in Rose Township. 

 

The genius behind NOHLC is local people working with their neighbors to save the places 

they love.  Since 1926, thousands of girls and boys have explored the woods and wetlands of 

Camp Wathana.  Now NOHLC is taking steps to preserve this landscape for future children.  

Some of the actions aleady taken by NOHLC volunteers: 

1. Completed a rapid ecological assessment of the natural values in the whole 250 acres 

2. Recommended a land management plan based on preserving ecosystems and delineat-

ing Management Zones. 

3. Recommended a forestry plan, completed by the Oakland-Macomb forester Sal Hansen 
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Conserving the woods, fields, 

streams, wetlands and other natu-

ral resources in the headwaters of 

the Clinton, Shiawassee, Huron & 

Flint Rivers 
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In the thirty-five year history of NOHLC, the organization has encountered people with all sorts of reasons why they want to preserve land.  The 

conservancy has been able to work with many of them, customizing a land easement or a land donation to fit their wishes and needs, while 

being faithful to our mission of preservation for the public good.  Here are some of the 

many faces of preservation: 

 

ˇPreserving Working Lands  NOHLC was approached by the owner of a tree nursery 

who wanted to keep the open space in production while securing habitat for the future.  A 

conservation easement was drafted to met the needs of the owner and the conservancy.  It 

protected  80 acres and today the 

nursery continues to operate, the 

owner lives on the land, and his dona-

tion has been rewarded by a tax de-

duction honored by the IRS. 

Creating a Memorial PreserveƷ 

A family wanted to honor their son 

who was killed in combat by setting 

aside the wetlands that he had en-

joyed playing in so much as a child.  

They donated and named a preserve 

to be held by NOHLC in perpetuity.  

When the mother passed away, they 

added a memorial stone and inscribed plaque with the blessing of the conservancy. 

 

ˇContinuing Private Conservation Into the Future  The owners of a wooded 

hillsite with a panoramic view have preserved the land for the last few decades.  In order 

to keep the land as an intact habitat for wildlife, they have donated easements bit by bit to 

NOHLC.  This strategic plan was recommended for their estate so that they could enjoy the 

maximum tax benefits.  The end 

result will be a sanctuary protected in perpetuity--a refuge amid the sprawling devel-

opment nearby, and a source of great satisfaction to the owners. 

 

Open Space in a Development to Conserving Rare or Unique Habitats Ʒ 

 NOHLC has negotiated several open space agreements with developers that provide 

natural common areas for homeowners.  There are multiple advantages for this 

arrangement:  clustered housing or minimal housing footprint has a lower infra-

structure cost; homeowners associations pay a yearly fee to the conservancy for 

maintenance of the common area; and the protection of valuable natural resources 

attracts buyers who appreciate the relief from urban closeness.  The headwaters 

region of North Oakland County is the home to the start of four river systems created 

by retreating glaciers 13,000 years ago. Thus we are also home to  unusual ecosys-

tems--prairies, savannas, fens, 

bogs and upland-lowland complexes.   

 

ˇCollaborating with a Municipality for Preservation  Parks may be set aside for 

their conservation values, but in changing political times the land's future can be in doubt.  

NOHLC has worked with municipalities to place a conservation easement over the public 

land and waters to ensure that natural values will be maintained.   

 

Contact us! NOHLC has many other examples of collaboration with landowners.  If you 

think YOU are one of the Many Faces of Preservationé please call  

Executive Director, Katie Anderson at 248-846-6547. 

Who Chooses to Preserve? What and Why Do They Preserve? 

The Many Faces of Preservation 


